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CASIO UK have donated
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HE MONTHS ARE speeding by now as we hurtle towards our next Go Uganda
visit in October. The group of 24 adventurers are busy fund raising, packing,
sorting out visas and generally doing their best to prepare themselves for the
adventure of a lifetime. Myself, Tara Garritt and Kate Bishop have been before
so will be able to help with last minute panic questions and advice.
Because we leave on 20th October the newsletter next month will have to be early
– and therefore probably smaller -as I will not be around to do any more editing or
sending after that! We will however make up for it with a bumper souvenir edition
as usual in November covering the whole of our Go Uganda October 2018 adventure
– with printed copies being presented to each group member to remind them of their
travels.
You will see from our front cover and the article on pages 4 and 5 that Casio
Electronics Co. Ltd stepped up when Jenny Aldridge – sponsor and Go Uganda
member – put out the call for scientific calculators for the Secondary School. Their
help will make a huge difference to the pupils and we cannot thank the people of
Casio enough for responding to Jenny’s call for help. Jenny you have worked so hard
for the cause we are thrilled to have you on our side!
This month also saw several upsets – the saddest of all was the news that Asgario
Turyagyenda was refused a visa for the third time. This was despite fulfilling all
the criteria of hosts, guarantors during his stay – and invitations from the church,
schools and businesses to visit and meet the many people who work so hard for his
community. We cannot understand why but have not given up hope that eventually
Asgario will make it here.
His cause may be helped by the tireless work of Gwynne Furlong, helped by Kate
Bishop. They are slowly working through the many forms needed to obtain formal
Charity status for our group. We will be NECS – Nkuringo Education and Community
Support. We have appointed the Trustees and Asgario will be the Patron of the
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Charity. We are so close! I will give you a full
update when we finally get there – and of course
the many ways this will help us with fund raising
and support. Thank you so much Gwynne and
Kate – and everyone else who works so hard to
help us in our work with Nkuringo!
In these pages you will read about some of the
fundraising events going on in Scotland, England
and even Spain! Our Nkuringo sponsor
community is spread around the world.
Closer to home sponsor and Go Uganda
member Anne Cripps was busy running her first
half marathon at Disney in Paris. She smashed
it and raised money for cancer research – and
inspired us all in the process. Well done Anne – I
know we are together in Ethiopia in January
– I had better get my act together! Anne ran the
half marathon with her daughter Sian who will
be joining her on the Go Uganda October 2019 trip – cannot wait to see them run up Top of the
World!
Please note that we are looking for a sponsor for a little girl from the Positive Living group,
Patience Singuranayo. If anyone is interested in sponsorship please do read the article on page
22 – and message me for more details.
We are also asking you to give us your best photo of a Fountain for our new campaign to raise
the money for an Underground Water Tank for the
community – with the amazing help and energy of
Maria Clarke – please read our article on page 23.
Thankyou everyone who works so tirelessly and gives
so freely to help this community. If you have any
questions regarding anything in these pages
please do message me!
Above all – enjoy the newsletter!
Jan

Frogs
You will see from the article on Page 19 that
many Go Uganda members will be teaching
whilst in Nkuringo – everything from
Psychology to Cricket! Juliette Gaffney will also
be making Origami frogs with the little ones –
do you think I could join in?
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CASIO
THE UNIQUE
STRENGTHS OF
FOUR PEOPLE

J

Casio was founded by the four Kashio brothers: Tadao, Toshio,
Kazuo, and Yukio. Led by the second eldest, Toshio, the four
brothers developed the 14-A, the world’s first compact
all-electric calculator, and established Casio Computer Co.,
Ltd. in 1957. Each brother brought his unique specialty and
strength: Tadao in finance, Toshio in development, Kazuo in
sales, and Yukio in production. Taking on a specific role and
working closely to complement each other, the brothers grew
the new company together.

ENNY ALDRIDGE is one of our Go Uganda October 2018 members. Apart from
sponsoring children with her husband she was keen to see in what other ways she
could help with the support of Nkuringo.
Denis Twebase, headmaster of the Nkuringo Community Vocational Secondary
School, had put out a desperate call for Scientific Calculators for his pupils. We
had taken some very basic calculators with us in June which have helped but
obviously they need the more sophisticated functionality of a scientific calculator
to meet their more advanced mathematical requirements.
Jenny started writing letters to large organisations in the hope that someone
somewhere may want to help this school where the pupils are trying so hard with
such limited resources.
Jasmin Hart, Marketing Intern at Casio Electronics Co. Ltd answered the call.
She spoke at length to Jenny about our work in Uganda and then came the
stunning offer – Casio were happy to provide us with 300 electronic calculators
for the school – enough to give every teacher and child their own calculator and
even have some to spare for future pupils! This is a most generous gift and will
really make a huge difference to the school.
On 5th September Jenny Aldridge, Jan Duchesne and Stephen Knowlden
travelled to the UK Casio Headquarters where they were met by Jasmin who
introduced them to Shunichi Watanabe - Managing Director, Tim Gould - Deputy
Managing Director, Gerard Dummett – UK Education Manager and
Jack Terroni – Marketing Executive.
All were extremely interested in the work being carried out in Nkuringo and the
monthly newsletter carrying stories of how the support is making a difference.
Apart from the calculators already offered, they added six of the CG20 graphics
calculators to be given to teachers – plus 100 pencil cases complete with rulers,
pens and pencils.
We cannot wait to hand over these amazing gifts to the schools next month and
will take lots of photos for the newsletter!
WELL DONE JENNY!

Shunichi Watanabe

Tadao Kashio 1917-1993

Toshio Kashio 1925-2012

Kazuo Kashio 1929-2018

Yukio Kashio 1930-

May 1960- December 1988
President

December 1988 - June 2011
Chairman

December 1988- June 2015
President and CEO
June 2015- June 2018
Chairman and CEO

May 1996- June 2014
Executive Vice President

Some Casio products that have been manufactured
over the years

Tim Gould
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HOPE GROWS
GIVE H PE
GIVE A HEN

Give a Hen for Easter. The idea was simple. You donated £10 to purchase a hen in Nkuringo. You provided
a name for that hen. The hen was then given to a needy person and you received in
return a photo of the recipient holding the hen AND the name you had given it.
The hens were kept for eggs. Chicks increased the size of the flock or were exchanged
for other food stuffs/seeds.
That campaign saw over 200 hens provided to needy families in Nkuringo.
This time we are starting early because we have an even BIGGER goal. We have an HIV group that are
desperate for food and would love to see a flock of hens and goats in their hands by
Christmas to give them the strength to carry on.
Give these people HOPE by giving a HEN or a GOAT for Christmas.
EK
Hens are £10 and goats are £30.
NT O
Email me on
janet.duchesne@speechcentre.co.uk

PO S I T I V E
LIVING HOSPITAL PROJECT

Since we started our Give Hope Give a Hen project last month with the
objective of getting 200 hens and goats to the HIV groups of Nkuringo
by Christmas we are thrilled to announce we have already distributed 99
hens and 16 goats! These provide much needed eggs, milk and income to
purchase other foodstuffs. There is still time! £10/hen, £30/goat –you get
a photo to cherish and help us make a real difference!
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LETTERS & GIFTS

Children are always thrilled to receive letters from their sponsors so please do
remember to write. You can enclose stickers and photos but nothing that is not paper
or it may not get through. We will always get pictures back although this time I am
relying on you to work out if your child is on this display! We also get photos of
children when they receive their first uniform – how proud they look! Junior and Kellen
also received the marvellous gift of a goat! Thank you Ethan!!!

Letters, goats and even new jumpers and uniforms – all reasons for smiling!
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THE
JAMIE OLIVER OF

NKURINGO
One thing that surprises everyone
when they stay at the Nkuringo
Guest House is the amazing quality
and diversity of the food. Everything
is prepared with fresh ingredients
and from a tiny kitchen they churn
out three meals a day using only a
couple of gas burners and
problematic solar power (often
cooking is done by lamplight).

HE BREAKFAST buffet can include omelettes of
all sorts cooked to order, juicy fresh avocado
and tomatoes, toast and piping hot pancakes, fresh
fruit, cereals etc.
Lunch and Dinner are three course delights with
amazing soups, stews, vegetables of all sorts and
great deserts.
Who is in charge of all of this? Our very own
Emma the Cook!
Emma Byamugisha is a 29 year old charismatic
young man. Yes Emma is a man’s name too in
Uganda. He comes from Nyabaremura Village in the
parish of Rubuguri. He is married and has a child.
Emma always wanted to cook and studied
catering at the African Christian International
Ministry College in Kabale (AICM) which is a charity
run by Ugandan Christians for the benefit of other
Africans.
During his training he worked at different hotels
including the Bunyonyi Overland Resort and Wagtail
Eco Camp before becoming Head Chef at the
Nkuringo Guesthouse.
Along with his small team Emma never ceases
to amaze his guests with his beautiful food - and I
can assure all future Go Uganda participants - in his
hands you will never go hungry! He is also happy
to cater for special dietary needs and allergies - just
give him some warning!
After a nice copious and filling meal in the guest
house what better way to digest than in the Nkuringo Guest House bar which serves soft drinks, beer
and spirits with a smile!!!

St Denys Church Rotherfield and its congregation has many ties
now with Nkuringo –by sponsoring children, purchasing a
water tank, funding desks, hens and other necessary items.
Some members of the congregation have also visited Nkuringo
and the Newsletter is a popular read in the church tea room!.

ST DENYS MISSES

ASGARIO

When it was known that Asgario was planning a visit to the UK to visit the various sponsor groups St
Denys was one of the first to extend an invitation to visit the church. On Sunday 23rd September a
special service to welcome Asgario was planned. Unfortunately, as we know, Asgario did not get his
visa. Adam Hardy read out a letter from Asgario in which he thanks the church for their wonderful
support and confirming that his community are with them in spirit. The Revd Nigel Mason hoped
that when the October 2018 Go Uganda group returns (which includes his daughter) there would be
a Nkuringo Service to celebrate these ties and to sing the special Hallelujah song (reproduced here
on the back cover of the newsletter). This song was sung by Go Uganda members in the church in
Nkuringo and went down so well we want to video the congregation in Rotherfield singing it too!
The love, friendship and mutual support that has grown between these two communities so far apart
has been beneficial to both sides as they learn from each other. We have not given up hope that one
day Asgario will stand in this church and speak to the congregation personally!

Dear All
Today was meant to be a joyous celebration of our four years of working with the Nkuringo community in
Uganda. The Director of the School and Chairman of the Nkuringo Community Trust, Asgario Turyagyenda,
was looking forward to meeting you all and thanking you in person for the tremendous support you have given
his community. It was not to be -and although there is still a faint hope Asgario may come over for a few days
as a guest of the Wildteam Organisation to attend a Wildlife Conservation Training Workshop in Oxfordshire –
we are not holding out much hope. However we have not given up that it will eventually happen! The next Go
Uganda group which includes myself, Kate Bishop of Rotherfield Primary School and Nigel Mason’s daughter
Ruth – as well as four other local young people, will be leaving for Nkuringo on Saturday 20th October. We are
24 in total and thanks to the generosity of so many, will again be taking 46kg of aid each – a whopping 1,104
kilos between us! You will have seen from the newsletters we now have over 250 children in education across
the primary school and secondary school – and when the new school year starts in January we hope to find
people with space in their hearts to welcome a few more! We have distributed over 150 hens and goats to the
HIV groups and extended the dormitories at the Primary School. Our Medical Assistance projects have made a
big difference to people who otherwise would have had to support horrific skin conditions and growths. All this
is possible only because of the kindness and generosity of everyone involved. I am hoping that when the Go
Uganda October group returns we can come to St Denys and sing and rejoice with you. We will bring back lots
of photos to show you and continue to keep you updated on our work. Unfortunately with the change of plans
of Asgario I am trying to clear the decks in case he does make it in two weeks time – so cannot be with you. I
am asking Adam to read this for me – as well as a letter from Asgario. We ask for your blessing for our trip in
October which will be, for many, including the five children in the group, an adventure they will never forget.
Janet Duchesne

Left: Altar in Nkuringo Church
Right: Jess Hardy with Remegius – one
of her three children and Desire, sponsored by St. Denys.

Revd Nigel Mason
Rector of Rotherfield
with Mark Cross

Adam Hardy
Lay-Minister
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ROTHERFIELD

BONFIRE

CARNIVAL
Bonfire history
The Sussex Bonfire tradition began in times
when farm workers had little wages during
the autumn and winter months. Workers
would go house to house asking residents
for food and money. As begging was a
criminal offence it was customary to dress
up in costume and blacken faces with
charcoal to avoid punishment. These nights
of revelry date back much further than Guy
Fawkes. The tradition has remained strong
for more than a century in Sussex and Kent
where communities hold huge gala events
with fires, parades and festivals. These are
the highlight of the year for many towns and
villages. The Bonfire Societies use the events
to collect money for local charities.
The societies all march for each other on
different days. The “bonfire season” lasts
from September to November. 22nd
September 2018 was the turn of Rotherfield
& Mark Cross Bonfire Society

Many members of Go Uganda live in
and around East Sussex. Rotherfield Pre
School and Primary School – sponsors of
children in Nkuringo – had floats in the
carnival – and those not participating
were happy to watch in between courses
at the Courtyard Café owned and run by
the parents of Blossom Evans – another
Nkuringo volunteer! Despite the rain all
had a great time. We were only sad that
Asgario did not make it as he was meant
to be here.

September 13

After a hard day packing ready for Go Uganda October 2018, Devin, Jes, Jess, William
and Ruth relaxed at the Courtyard in between cheering on the floats and walkers in the
street. The decorated trucks, flaming torches and marching bands filled the village with
fun and laughter despite the rain – often an uninvited guest at these events. I am sure
Asgario would have joined in! He could even have sat with Kate on the school float!
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Where students over here would automatically
go into the next year group, students in Nkuringo
and Uganda have to pass their exams before they
can be promoted into the next class up. This
makes it even more important for the children to
do well each year, as the longer they have to stay
at school, the more money it costs their families.
Another reason why having sponsors is so vital,
as in a lot of cases, as we know, the families can
not keep their children in school without a bit of
help.
To help them prepare for their end of year exams,
the students during the course of a school week
are given various exercises to make sure they
understand what they have been taught and at
the end of the week they have to take a test.
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ORKING IN A SCHOOL as Kate and I
do, and having two daughters myself
going through the secondary school
system in England, we were interested to know
how it compared in Uganda.
As with our state schools, the whole of Uganda
use the same curriculum provided to the school
by the Ministry of Education and Sports. At the
end of each school year, exams are prepared by
the subject teachers and approved by the Head
of Department, following the teaching syllabus
set by the Ministry.
At the end of each year, the students have to
take exams based on what they have been
taught throughout the school year. Based on
the scores, the school looks at the best 8 out of
13 subjects and they are graded as follows:

Discover your potential for life
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Division 1 = 75% +,
Division 2 = 70-74%,
Credit 3 = 65-69%,
Credit 4 = 60-64%,
Credit 5 = 50-59%,
Credit 6 = 45-49%,
Pass 7 = 40-44%,
Pass 8 = 35-39%.
Below 35% is a fail.
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OUR OF OUR SPONSORED students: Santrine, Sylivia, Gloria and Ruth were asked
what they liked most in English. They all said they loved looking at stories the
most. As few of their favourite books are “The Mice Saved the Day,” “Snow White
and the Seven Dwarves” and “Count Dracula.”
It would be really helpful if all students could have their own copies of the text books
used in their studies. Having their own books would help them with reading/studying in their own time. In English the text books recommended by the Ministry of
Education are: “Passing ‘Level English,” “Practical English,” “O’level Revision English”
and “Progressive English and Revision UCE English Language Paper 2.” I have asked
Denis Twebeze to find out how much a set of books would cost for each student and
then maybe we could try and raise funds for this. If we can provide them with the
tools the students need to improve their studies, we are also giving them a chance
to help themselves, therefore not having to reply on others quite so much.
In Maths, as well as text books, the students could all do with their own calculators,
( which they should be getting in October, thanks to Jennie and Casio. ) maths sets
and long rulers. These are all items that can easily be packed when people go over
to Nkuringo. This may be worth thinking about for next year’s trip, as I should think
most people have their bags packed for next month’s trip.
In this photo you can see Senior One students studying maths with their teacher
Manirakiza. They are using some of the basic calculators the last Go Uganda group
took out for them. They cannot wait to receive the new scientific calculators
donated by Casio and which will soon be with them!
To all sponsors, please do not forget that your sponsored children
all love to receive news from you, so if you do have time to write
to them, please do! Here is a photo of Sylivia looking very happy
at having received a letter from her sponsor Claire Gent.

Last term in English, Senior One students, with their teacher
Julius, worked on their grammer: nouns, pronouns, relative
clauses, prepositions, adjectives and stories.
Here are some examples of work Sylivia, Gloria, Ruth, Methodious
and Santrine have done in Maths and English:

“As parents continue to appreciate the hard work
we are offering to students, yesterday we were able
to receive 10 new students in the school.” These
pupils are being paid for by their parents.

Ruth’s Maths
work on Sets.

The students are very lucky to have
two cooks at the school too. Here is
a photo of the students with a typical lunch. As we know food is very
important and a healthy diet does
help with energy levels and therefore
enabling the students to work well
Santrine’s English work on
Verbs, Objective and
Prepositions.
Methodious’ Maths
work on Bar Charts.

Sylivia’s English exercise on
Genitive Case or Possessions.

If you would like to donate, please email
Mel at melasizz@yahoo.co.uk
or post on her facebook page or the
Go Uganda facebook page.
She will then send you details of what to
do.

Gloria’s Maths work on Fractions.

Water is also very important for keeping a
healthy brain, and now it is the rainy season
out there, the water tanks are extremely
important. Here is a photo of the water tank,
provided by the Bishop family and friends,
installed and being used by the boarders at
the school. The children send a big thank you
again, to all who donated the tank It really
does make a huge difference.
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TIME START TO

PACKING

With less than a month to go before our next Go Uganda trip the group have been
extremely busy collecting aid and trying to pack as much of it into bags as
possible. We have 48 numbered bags which can each weigh up to 23kg. Tara
Garritt’s table looks like many around the country and Jes and Devin have invaded
Lynn Lunn’s kitchen to organise their goodies (helped by Millie the dog). Shoes,
clothes, books, toys – we aim to get a ton of support to Nkuringo. Wish us luck!

Above: Eileen Johnstone is amassing much needed pants
for her own Go Uganda trip

September 19
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NEWS FROM SPAIN

HELEN LLOYD-WALDREN

£930
RAISES
2018
UGANDA

S

O HERE WERE WITH Go Uganda looming on the horizon and us scratching our heads on how on earth we
could raise some funds to take to Nkuringo.....we can’t collect ‘stuff’ to take as live in Spain and would
cost too much to transport on a flight.
Decided on having a New & Nearly new sale in my home. The range of donations included all ladies clothing,
bags, shoes, jewellery, pictures, cushions, you name it, I took it!!!....as long as it was in very good condition.
Everything was donated by the local community and their generosity was second to non.
One friend donated a 30 yr old Gucci handbag which was subsequently sold on eBay fetching the handsome
price of £100 !!! A local business donated a £160 Debenhams gown (still to be auctioned), another friend
donated a beautiful Radley (also waiting to be auctioned)
On the day of the sale there were cakes made and sold, Cava donated and sold....my husband stayed in the
busy kitchen (best parties are always there) and made three batches of scones while people waited to pay and
take them home!!!
Another very kind friend set up her couch bed and offered massages with all proceeds to Go Uganda....the
massages took place on our terrace overlooking the Mediterranean Sea.
The day raised a grand total of €1031.70 (£928.83) add to that the collection tin and online donations and we
have so far a grand total of €1700
That includes money pledged to buy 12 hens & 4 goats
Since we became sponsors of young Issac there are 6 other friends who have taken the commitment to
sponsor children through school which is fantastic !
Plans are now in place as of today to hold a second sale on 13th October as donations are still coming in �will
keep you updated !
Helen

TEACHING PROGRAMME
W

ITH OUR GO UGANDA visits becoming
a regular thing we realised there is so
much more than just physical aid we
can bring to the community. Our Go Uganda
members come from all walks of life and have a
variety of skills they could share at the schools.
In return – who knows – we may come back
with some of the many skills that the staff and
pupils can teach us!
Although we have quite a tight programme
whilst in Nkuringo we do have some mornings,
afternoons and evenings free and it will be
lovely to use these to help even more.
The two schools are being made aware of our
offerings and are busy scheduling them in to
make the most of our time.
Among the skills we are offering:
Jan Duchesne: Taking a laptop with Speech
Recognition for the Secondary School and
teaching Denys Twebase (Headmaster) how
to use and teach it. 2 hours with Denys and a
separate hour to show the pupils how Denys
got on!
Jes Lunn: Jes is doing a Doctorate in Psychology and regularly gives courses in the UK. She is
offering a 2 hour lesson on Basic Psychology to
the older Secondary School children and Staff.
Jessica Fitzherbert: Jess teaches Primary
School children and will be giving a class (1
hour) in Outdoor Exploratory Maths (see
description below)
Helen and Tony Waldren: Will give a talk on
what it is like being a police officer in the UK.
Aimed at teachers and pupils at the secondary
school (although older primary school children
could be invited.
Tony Waldren: Happy to give a talk on IT to the
secondary school teachers and children. Could
follow on from the basic overview given by Jan
Duchesne last time.
Zara Fearon: Zara will give a talk to children
about education in the UK and life for children
of 13. This will be given to teachers and all the
children at the secondary school (although
older primary school children will be invited).
Zara is 13 so talks from experience!
Kate Bishop: Kate is Headmistress at a Primary
School and will give a talk about primary
education in the UK and the things the children
are taught and expected to do. Aimed at all
teachers plus older children at the Primary

School. Kate has also offered to teach children
to crochet – we will have hooks and wool with
us! Perhaps this could be offered to children
interested from both schools.
Anita Baxter: Anita is a deputy head and
English Teacher. She would like to teach at the
secondary school – perhaps a poem.
Jas and James Baxter: Both good rugby players
would like to teach the children Tag Rugby (on
Top of the World)
Sue Lloyd: Sue is a special needs higher level
teaching assistant and can give a talk to
teachers about her work.
Zonja Bunn: Zonja has first aid training and
is happy to provide an overview of basic first

aid to the teachers and older children at the
primary school.
Ross Lawton: A keen rugby, football and
cricket player will teach the children how to play
cricket and is happy to work with Jas and James
Baxter on Rugby training for the older primary
school children and secondary school children
This is a selection of the offerings so far!!! The
two schools need to start scheduling courses.
Some of the above can be done together as
they complement each other!
Looks like there will be lots to learn and enjoy!!!
Keep those offers coming Go Uganda group!!!!

Jessica Fitzherbert
Outdoor Exploratory Maths: We will
be using our bodies and natural
resources around us to explore
shape, space and numbers. Can we
use our bodies to make 2D shapes?
How many children would we need
to make a square? Together we will
explore the properties of different
2D shapes in a fun and exciting way.
We will also look at numbers and
representing the numerals using
natural resources which the children
will collect themselves. These fun
and interactive maths games
outside aim to enhance
understanding and form links with
the world around us
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NEWS FROM SCOTLAND

KIRKALDY

KNITTING FOR

NKURINGO

FUNDS SCHOOL DESKS
IN NKURINGO

W

e have been lucky over the years to have had some lovely people knit
hats and blankets for our Nkuringo community. This year is no
exception. Two of our Go Uganda October team have been busy
producing hats and blankets to take with them. Ruth Mason sent out
some wonderful blankets last trip to keep our children warm – and this
year she has tucked some beautiful soft hats into her bags already! Jes
Lunn has been working on blankets and hats – some
of her work displayed here! Thank you girls!! With
shaved heads and cold nights knitted hats and
blankets are extremely desirable objects! Not
long until their work is busy keeping people
warm!

A

Top Right: Jes Lunn
Far Left: Ruth Mason
Middle: Jes Lunn
Left: Denis Allelua

CHANGES AT THE NKURINGO
GUEST HOUSE!

NGELA LATIMER and her friends in
Kirkaldy (where our own Go Uganda
member Janice Allan does so much work
for Nkuringo) put on a special event
on 2nd September to raise money for
Nkuringo.
Thanks to their sterling efforts they
raised £267 which was used to purchase
three much needed bench sets for the
secondary school and four bench sets for
the primary school. This will really help
the schools where a growing
sponsor population is putting a strain
on resources! There was even money left
over for school supplies!
The money was sent out immediately –
along with a list of names of the key people involved in the event: Angela,
Edmund, Jeanette, Elizabeth, Liz, Lynda, Ann, Sally, Morgan, Gail, Sarah, Jane
and Lorraine.
The benches in secondary school will be inscribed with the names Angela,
Edmund, Jeanette, Elizabeth, Liz with the other names adorning benches in
the primary school. Pupils for years to come will be thankful to this lovely
group for their hard work and welcome gift! Angela – you made it to
secondary school in Uganda – and may have to visit your bench one day!
Thank you to everyone involved – these events really do make a difference!
If anyone else wants to sponsor a double bench and desk set - £30 for the
Primary School or £40 for the Secondary School please do get in touch!

F

or those of you who have
already been on a Go
Uganda trip and know the
Nkuringo Guest House you
may have difficulty recognising this photo. Changes
are afoot! This is the land
CAMPING next to the Guest House
where the old house (and
mushroom growing project) were located. Many
of us have danced in the clearing behind the old
house. All has been cleared for camping. The Guest
House will soon be able to accommodate camping
parties as well as offering its current en-suite
accommodation. Guests will have the option of
more flexible visits and trekking opportunities.
Watch this space!

NKURINGO

From reading to healing there was something for everyone.
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ARIA CLARKE is never one to
shy from a project. She has
already been instrumental
in raising funds for solar panels, water
tanks and mattresses amongst other
things – not to mention the first Easter
Hen programme.
In the July 2018 newsletter I wrote
that water was always going to be a big
problem in Nkuringo and although we
are supplying water tanks as quickly as
we can – they can only hold so much water. 1000 litres
take up 1 cubic metre of tank and when you are using
that water for everything from drinking to cooking and
washing it does not take long to get used. When the
water runs out – as it does every year – women and
children start making the daily 4km trek downhill to
fetch water in containers they then have to carry 4km
back up to Nkuringo.
Water tanks are still the quickest means of getting
water to the community in a cost effective manner –
but I hoped that one day we could look at the bigger
long term picture.
You cannot make a plastic water tank big enough to
hold a year’s supply of water and unfortunately space
above ground is limited to build a reservoir.
However we could look at an underground concrete
water tank!
Underground water tanks are not the cheapest option in the short term but in the long term could be a
prudent investment. (See the original article in the July
2018 Newsletter for more facts and figures on this).

A
Kate Bishop

Mel Dolding

S YOU ARE AWARE we have over 250 children sponsored to attend either the Nkuringo Foundation Nursery and
Primary School and now the Nkuringo Community Vocational Secondary School.
Managing the two sponsorship programmes takes a lot of planning, spreadsheets and work.
We are fortunate that Kate Bishop and Mel Dolding took on the administration of the Secondary School programme
when it became a reality as I am already finding it hard to manage the Primary School programme on top
of a full time job, writing newsletters and organising the Go Uganda trips. Luckily Steve helps me with
the newsletter – and of course we enjoy what we do!
We start by sending out details and costs of the programme to anyone who asks. If they then decide
to sponsor we have to allocate an appropriate child. As we reach the end of the scholastic year in
December we will have lots of children on our books – those who want to go to school but whose parents
or guardians have not the funds to do so and those who pass their Certificate of Education and qualify to
go to Secondary School but have no hope of following that dream without help.
Once a child is allocated we then have to send out the money for sponsorship, uniform and mattress
if boarding is required. Moneycorp quite rightly require documentation showing where the money came
from and where it is going with subsequent proof it was used for the appropriate purpose. Kate and
I have spent many a night balancing spreadsheets with bank statements to ensure everything tallies.
Every penny donated is transferred out and tracked through to final use – and photos supplied back to
the sponsor.
Sponsorship is always hopefully for more than a year and runs from the date it starts – so we have
children whose sponsorship is due at different times throughout the year. A good many of our sponsors
are happy to pay again. Some promise to pay and do not. Some have to be chased several times before
we reluctantly realise we have a child at school who needs supporting and have to look for another
sponsor. Once we have a child in school we aim to keep him or her there even if the sponsor is unable to
continue. Things change and we are grateful for every year a child is supported – and please – if you are
sponsoring and feel you have to stop for personal reasons – do tell us and we will promise that child will not be
removed from school. The sooner we know the better able we are to react.
During the year some sponsors write letters and donate hens and goats to their children, as you can see
from the newsletters, we try to bring you as many photos as we can of these being received. At the end
of the year we will be sending out copies of their end of year school reports so you can see how they are
doing.
Sponsorship can be extremely rewarding as you watch a child grow in confidence, develop and reach for a
future that was once an impossible dream.
Sponsors and friends of Nkuringo all have the opportunity to visit the community via our Go Uganda
programme so you can see for yourselves the difference your support is making.

£5

I finish with our latest happy edition: Gillian Natumanya (seen left here) whose big grin shows how pleased
she is to now be sponsored by Sue Houghard.
I also bring you a photo of Patience Singuranayo. You will have seen her on
the Give Hope Give a Hen page receiving a hen from Sandra Mitchell.
Patience has lost her father. Her mother is called Jovia Kyimanizanye from
the village of Kebyionu in the parish of Nyarutemba and is part of the
Positive Living HIV group. Patience is not HIV positive and would love to
be sponsored to attend school. If you feel you could help Patience – or a
child like her – please get in touch. Sponsorship for the first year is £147 to
include school fees, full board, uniform and mattress. Subsequent years
are £115. The money changes the life of a child and the hopes of a family.
Please get in touch if you want to help or require further information.
Together we can make this work.

Let’s do it!

The cost to build an underground concrete tank in the
village has been estimated at £8,000. That is a lot of
hens or goats. However it would benefit every man
woman and child in the community so must be worth
having a shot at funding.
Enter Maria.
Maria has offered to spearhead the Underground Water
Project.
She has asked us to design a card that could be
printed and “sold” for £5, £10, £15 – or even more! All
the money raised would be put into the Water Project.
We may even be able to get larger companies or
organisations to help us reach our goal.
Steve has put together some possible designs for a
card – however we need to use an original photo for
the finished product.
That is where YOU come in. Maria and Steve would
like to put a photo of a fountain on the card we sell.
Can you send us any original photo you have taken
personally of a fountain that will be the symbol of
this project. There must be lots of budding
photographers among you – please help – we only
need one good photo to get this ball rolling!
At the moment an underground water tank seems
an impossible dream – but 4 years ago when we
started this journey my aim was to get 12 children
into education – and now we have over 250 sponsored
children – so let us turn this dream into a reality!

YOUR FOUNTAIN PHOTOS PLEASE THEN
WATCH THIS SPACE

LEONORD COHEN

NKURINGO
A song for

We make no apologies for reproducing again here the special words we wrote to the well
known Leonard Cohen classic Hallelujah. These words were sung in the church in
Nkuringo on our first Go Uganda visit and sung back to us by the schoolchildren on our
second Go Uganda visit. Yes they learnt the words!
We will be singing this song again in October in Nkuringo so please – if you are on the trip
– or on a future Go Uganda trip – learn the lyrics or print them and take them as at some
stage you will be belting them out – tunefully and/or with gusto!!!
Here we go…. One Two Three…….

Leonard Norman
Cohen CC GOQ was a
Canadian singer-songwriter, poet and novelist. His work explored
religion, politics,
isolation, sexuality and
personal relationships.
Cohen was inducted
into the Canadian Music Hall of Fame, the
Canadian Songwriters
Hall of Fame, and the
Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame. Wikipedia

We came today to sing to you
Our friends and family all of who
Have touched our lives we really want to woo yah
Although we come from different worlds
Our hearts have joined Our lives unfurled
And now we thank the Lord with Hallelujah

I vow that I’ll be true to you
And be there when you need me to
And always keep my promises all to yer
Across the seas across the land
Across the mighty skies and sands
Let us join and praise the Lord with Hallelujah

Hallelujah
Hallelujah
Hallelujah
Hallelujah

Hallelujah
Hallelujah
Hallelujah
Hallelujah

So whether we are black or white
Together we will fight the fight
And show the world we really can be true yeah
Together we will make a stand
And all will worship Hand in Hand
And rise up and Sing our Joyful Hallelujah

We bless the day our lives entwined
Forever in our hearts and minds
Friends across the world: we’ll always be there.
No matter what our lives may bring
As one, we pray to God and sing
A song to bless us all with Hallelujah

Hallelujah
Hallelujah
Hallelujah
Hallelujah

Hallelujah
Hallelujah
Hallelujah
Hallelujah

