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ELCOME TO 2018 and the beginning of our 3rd year producing the
newsletter for the Nkuringo Foundation Nursery and Primary School.
We hope we can bring you as many exciting stories as we have in the
past two years – although this edition is tinged with sadness due to the sudden
passing of Gervase Tumwebaze at the age of 43. Chris Read of Singing Gorillas
flew out to attend the funeral and we have a touching report on pages 14 and 15.
On a happier note we are busy preparing for our two 2018 Go Uganda trips – one
in June and one in October. We still have some spaces on the June trip. For
£660 you can have the adventure of a lifetime and help us carry bags of aid out
to the community of Nkuringo. If you are able to be available between 29th
May and 7th June please do get in touch – you will not regret it!
Over the Christmas period we have had some wonderful gestures of goodwill
– some of those are shown in these pages – from Maria Clarke buying Christmas lunch for all the staff and
children at the school – to gifts of goats and hens that really make a wonderful difference to the lives of the
recipients. We haven’t room to name all of the donors here but hope you can get a glimpse of the enormous kindness among our sponsors from our photos and reports in this newsletter.
On the opposite page you will see a lovely story of the Mayfield WI! I was invited in 2017 to give a talk
to their members – some of who already sponsor children at the school. Since then I have ensured the WI
receive the monthly newsletter. I was thrilled to be asked to join them for their Christmas Party and even
more humbled when I was given £403 they had raised through the year for Nkuringo. What an amazing
effort! This money was shared equally between two very worthy causes – the purchase of 35 warm blankets
for the most needy children boarding at the school and the rest towards the medical fees for Jane and
Catherine – both who are having operations to remove goitres this year. More on that on page 17.
Thank you ladies for all your efforts! I asked Tania – president of the Mayfield WI – if she could write a few
words about the WI and their efforts to raise the money and you can read her article on the opposite page.
If you have any questions on any of the articles in this newsletter please do contact me. Thank you all for
your continued support.
On a final note – if your sponsorship fees are due please do pay them. I have little time to chase and hope
you will all check the email I sent at the end of last year and ensure fees are paid on time.

Enjoy
Jan Duchesne

This monthly newsletter is produced for the sponsors who help support the Nkuringo Foundation and Primary School.
Written by Janet Duchesne and produced by Stephen Knowlden. Article contributions welcomed.
Contact details fo further information email janet.duchesne@speechcentre.co.uk or go to nkuringo website www.nkuringo.org.uk
A new website is currently in the process of being built - hope to be with you soon

theWI

INSPIRING WOMEN

T

he WI in England and Wales was established
in September 1915 and has grown since
then into a strong voice for women across the
country. We are affiliated to the ACWW (Associated Country Women of the World) which
is the international charity supported by the
WI movement. It is the largest international
organisation for rural women, offering mutual
support, friendship and practical help to its
members. It funds group projects on literacy,
health education, nutrition, home economics, agriculture, income generation, water
and sanitation, leadership and entrepreneurship. It also funds individual scholarships in
social and community welfare. So having seen
what fundraising in this country can do for
small communities in other countries, when
Mayfield WI were introduced to Nkuringo, we
were immediately interested in finding a way to
offer support – particularly to the women and
children there.
Mayfield WI chose to support Nkuringo as it is
a local charity with a global outlook, supporting a village in Africa. After the talk last year, we
were so amazed by all that has been achieved
by the group that we felt it was where we wanted our fundraising efforts to go. We have had a
collecting box at all our meetings for members
to put their loose change, as well as cake stalls
at both the May Fair and Carnival where some
of the money raised went into the Nkuringo
pot. A coffee morning and Bric-a-brac sale and
later a plant sale at our November meeting
also raised further funds for your fantastic
group. In December members of our WI gave a
donation instead of giving out Christmas cards
at our Christmas party. £403 has been raised
so far, we hope to continue raising money for
Nkuringo next year, and will try and come up
with more ideas to fulfil this pledge!
TANIA ECCLESHALL
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WELL DONE YOU THREE

I

n July last year we set two competitions to design front covers for the
newsletter. The first competition, for children outside Uganda, was
judged in October 2017 and the winner Charlotte Clayforth-Carr, age
7, saw her design travel the world on the front of our newsletter. The
second competition – with the theme of Water – was judged while
the Go Uganda group were in Nkuringo in October 2017. Judges were
Asgario Turyagyenda, Shirley Turner, Mel Dolding and Jan Duchesne. It
was again a hard choice to make from so many wonderful entries – but
a winner was chosen as you can see from the cover of this month’s
newsletter!
The winner was Cleus Tweyongyere, sponsored by Toni Mehra. He
drew a graphic illustration showing the important role that water plays
in the life of the community. We hope he is proud to see his hard work
gracing the front of the first newsletter of 2018.
Cleus showed some ways in which water is collected - from the roof of
a building into a water tank, pumped up from a bore hole or by people
physically walking down the mountain with containers to fill in streams
at lower levels. He then showed this water being used in farms to look
after the animals, to water the crops and in daily life. It was very moving to see how water closely affects everything that people do. Here
we do not even think how water reaches us – and complain if the water
pressure is a little low when we turn on a tap! Well done Cleus!!! A valuable lesson to us all.
Second prize went to Agnes Kiconco. She did a really beautiful colourful drawing showing water being collected in the big tanks that are
dotted round the village. She also showed that even flowers and plants
need watering. Well done Agnes!
Third prize went to Emmanel Obigaba who showed how water is collected and used to cook food. Well done Emmanuel.

Agnes Kiconco, 2nd prize, and her colourful
drawing of water being collected and used
to water flowers

MARIA CLARKE
WHAT HAVE YOU DONE?

H
There were some lovely drawings and
we hope our three winners enjoyed
their prizes. We wish everyone could
have had a prize and were moved by
how much thought had gone into each
drawing.

Emmanuel Obigaba, 3rd prize,
showing how water is used to cook
food

Cleus Tweyongyere,
Winner, proudly showing his
detailed drawing showing the
importance of water in the
community

aving visited these wonderful people in Nkuringo, and
meeting all the lovely children, they have captured a
place in my heart.
So the community regularly pop into my mind , and when
I started making Christmas plans I kept on thinking of the
contrast between our health problems as a nation, often
caused by excess ( I include myself hugely in this group,
a girl that just can’t say no to mince pies and cake etc
etc ), and the health issues of our Nkuringo family, often
caused by too little materially.
I started wondering what their Christmas celebrations
would involve, and thought how great it would be to
throw a Christmas party for our hardworking children,
and hardworking staff. We all deserve some light hearted
fun, and a good meal, no one more than this community.
Remembering the joyous singing, and dancing that
we experienced there, I knew they would all make the
most of the day, and I hope start their holiday off on a
good note.
It gave me a real boost to be able to do this !
I’d love to know what the traditions are for
celebrating Christmas in Uganda, the
similarities, and the contrasts. I’m
sure as time goes on we’ll learn
more from each other about customs and traditions. One amazing
thing I noticed whist visiting was
how much people make of every
opportunity, something for me to
remember, and learn from.
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TOY COMPETITION
WINNERS

Other toys that were made
Front view

Plane - Benjamin Fitzgibbon

I

n October 2017 we launched a competition aimed
at children outside Nkuringo. In Uganda most
of the children have never had a toy bought
for them but they still manage to improvise and make things out of the objects
they find around them. We asked the
schoolchildren outside Nkuringo to build
a toy out of recycled materials. We were
overwhelmed with some amazing toys that
really showed imagination is still alive and
kicking! We did however find three very worthy
entries who came first second and third! Prizes
will be presented this month. Well done Oscar,
Charlotte and Lily-Rose!

Back view
Drone - Jack Hawkins

1st
Oscar Twiddy
Football game
Oscar made his wonderful game
in a cardboard box. He painted a
football pitch on the bottom and
then used pieces of dowl with
pegs to represent the footballers.
Each peg was hand painted to
give two opposing teams! Add a
football and you can have hours
of fun!!! A real winner!

2nd

Bus - Alice Stallion

Charlotte Clayforth Carr
Robot
Charlotte took seven weeks to build this great
robot! It is made of carboard, paper, tin cans,
bottle tops and buttons. Charlotte your attention to detail is amazing and you are a worthy
prize winner!

Puppet - Dilly Parrett

3rd
Lily-Rose Hawkins
Ghettoblaster/Radio
Lily-Rose made this radio with tape deck out of cardboard and buttons. She carefully drew in and coloured
the various parts that made it up. We were not sure
what the blue tabs were but we liked them anyway!
Well done!

Big Wheel - Edward White
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EILEEN WILL WALK 100KM
FOR NKURINGO

YOUR

E

ileen Johnstone, sponsor and one of the
2017 Go Uganda team, has bravely volunteered to take part in the London to Brighton
walk on Saturday 26th May. She is doing this
to raise funds for the Nkuringo Community – a
community that has already benefitted enormously from her generosity. We will certainly
report on her progress in our June edition!
Please note that Eileen would love it if anyone
can support her in this endeavour – as per her
Facebook post early this month:

GIFTS
Main Picture: Eileen in
India on a trek taking a rest.
Inset: Her blog on Facebook.

CARS TO MAKE LONG JOURNEY

J

ASON COOK who works in Crowborough, East Sussex, as a Technology Trainer and
Consultant has a passion for toy cars. “I spent many hours when I was a child playing
with my cars on the lino floor where if you pushed them they would go faster than if
you pushed them on the carpet. The great thing thing is you never get bored with them.
My imagination would run riot and I would dream up all kinds of scenario’s with them. I
like to think of the children in Nkuringo playing with the cars I sent them. Childhood is a
time for play, and play is an essential and overlooked part of learning. Childhood is also a time of hope. I hope that by playing
with cars their imagination will be
sparked to consider travelling and
to think about what life is like in
the rest of the world. I hope they
will dream about driving their
own cars one day, and then be
motivated to make that dream a
reality. I hope their teachers have
an opportunity to do lessons on
subjects such as physics, ecology and sustainability. But most
of all I hope they have fun.”

W

e are continually overwhelmed by the generosity of our sponsors and friends. We cannot
bring photos of all the amazing things you have
purchased for the community but hope these photos
will give you an idea of the joy these gifts bring – from
hens to goats and solar panels – to name but a few!
Thank you all. Remember every penny you donate
goes directly to the beneficiary – we take nothing out.
Over the past three years you have
built classrooms, made beds, desks,
chairs, installed water tanks, bought
mattresses, blankets, countless
goats, hens and pigs for the school,
the children and the community
at large. You have enabled 193
children to date to attend school,
provided them and others with
clothes and shoes. You have
supported the HIV group, the
Women’s group and the Batwa
community. You have provided
drugs and medical equipment
to the
medical centre and are now funding
operations on two members of the
community who would not have been
able to be treated without your help.
THANK YOU ALL
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STILL SPACES LEFT
FOR JUNE 2018
Following the success of Go Uganda 2017 we were delighted last
month to announce three more trips – two in 2018 and one in
2019. These trips are primarily for sponsors and friends of
Nkuringo and each person takes out 46kg of aid for the
community. They also get a chance to experience Uganda
and this wonderful community in a way no package holiday could ever duplicate. We stay
at the Nkuringo guest house a short walk from the school where every room is en-suite and
Emma the chef turns out amazing meals to die for. You get to visit the school (where hands on
help is welcome), meet the various groups we support and generally get totally involved in a way
that means you will always leave a bit of your heart in this beautiful country.

F

ollowing the success of Go Uganda 2017 we are delighted to
announce 3 more trips, two for 2018 and one for 2019. These
trips are primarily for sponsors and friends of Nkuringo – people actively helping us support the Nkuringo Foundation
Nursery and Primary School and local community. This is an
amazing experience and although our main aim is to go out and
support this community we can promise you it will be an experience
you will never forget! Adults and Children welcome.

June 2018

GO UGANDA TRIP

FOUNDATION NURSERY
AND PRIMARY SCHOOL

2018
UGANDA

FOUNDATION NURSERY
AND PRIMARY SCHOOL

2018
UGANDA

These are just some of the things we will do. Some members liked to walk in the morning to the school
to see the School Assembly where the children line up and sing and raise the flag. If you like to run or
ramble we are in an amazing area and this is all possible. You can also sit with the gorillas - see inside
back cover. This is a once in a lifetime experience and if you have seen any of the photos you will
understand why. Details of all of this are in this information pack, costs and things you need to be aware
of. At this stage I need to give you a feel of what is happening and confirm numbers – which may marginally affect the cost of transport the other side – although all other costs are independent of numbers. October groups – more or less the same flexible itinerary. I have not included trips to Kisoro,
the market etc which we do love to fit in – and of course any specific requests can be catered for!

Day 3

Tara and Mark giving
presents to their
children

Thursday 31st May 2018
Distribution of clothes and sponsor gifts to children, visit to the Primary School. Two bags
of 23kg each is a lot of clothes. We take out gifts for our children and children sponsored by
friends. Welcome gifts (ideally in a useful cotton PE bag or school bag) include pants, socks,
warm hat, wind up torch, wash bag with soap, toothpaste and toothbrush, pencil case with
pencils, jumper etc. For the clothes, shoes etc. we really missed having enough shoes
for older children and adults – although smaller shoes still very welcome.
Sponsor children come to the guest house first
so as to receive their gifts and have
photos taken.

Day 4
Friday 1st June 2018
Community Walk – Visit to the
Secondary School.
There are some very interesting
places to visit in the village – from
the blacksmith who makes knives
and tools for the villagers from
iron ore or scrap iron they bring
him – to the local home where you
will be shown how a typical family
cook, sleep and live – to the
healer/medicine man who is the
only person many can afford to
see. We will also visit the
secondary school that has just
opened and we hope to organise
sponsorship for our children to
continue their education after
primary school. Lots to take in!

Jan Duchesne

OUTBOUND
Note we are flying

Note we are flying KENYA
AIRWAYS rather than Turkish Airlines – our initial
choice because of cost.
Turkish Airlines only allow
30kg hold luggage instead of
the 46kg we need. However
although more expensive –
savings in other areas make
the total cost about the same

Day 1

Day 2

Tuesday 29th May 2018
18:25 London Heathrow on Kenya
Airlines Flight 788 to Nairobi.
Arrive 05:00. 8 hours 35mins
Wednesday 30th May 2018
07:20 Flight E90 from Nairobi to
Kigali.
Arrive 07:50am 1 hour 30 mins

Wednesday 30th May 2018
After Breakfast we will travel to the Rwanda Uganda border and
then on to Nkuringo where we will be greeted by the
schoolchildren before retiring to our guest house, which is
minutes from the school. All meals are included at the Guest
House. There is a bar which serves soft drinks and alcohol (not
spirits – you can however bring your own).

We will be met at the airport by
Asgario Tuyagyenda and taken to
The Hut restaurant for breakfast
and a freshen up.

Asgario Turyagyenda

Breakfast at ‘The Hut” you can freshen up a
bit before we make our onward journey.

Day 5
Saturday 2nd June 2018
Batwa Experience. Visit to the HIV
group at a nominal charge. The story
of the Batwa is well known. Chased
from the jungle to make way for
tourists and the gorilla trade they
now live on reservations with no
compensation. Here however they
have a chance to show how they
used to live . Possibly today you will
also visit the HIV group we support.
Men, women and children who try to
survive and have had the courage to
come out and confirm their illness.
We buy them goats and hens, and
sponsor their (HIV Negative) children
to go to school.

PS – on our last trip Anne Cripps unhappily had a bag
go missing on the way out. This bag, if you remember, was tracked down a month later and the contents
distributed to happy children. Since then Anne has
received £90 compensation from Brussels Airlines
which she has kindly donated to purchase a manual
blood centrifuge for the Nkuringo Health Centre –
the remainder of the money to go towards medical
expenses for Jane and Catherine.
Thank you so much Anne.

Day 6
Sunday 3rd June 2018
Visit to the Church
The Church in Nkuringo has formed
strong ties with St Denys Church in
Rotherfield, East Sussex and on our
last visit we took out a paten and
chalice from them. We also sung
to the congregation. Whatever
your faith visiting the church is a
moving experience with packed
joyous congregations singing with
gusto!
Visit to the Women’s Group
The Womens group make baskets,
plates, necklaces etc. to sell to
raise money to help themselves.
The support each other through
often hard times. We try to take
baby clothes, dresses and shoes
for them. Their energetic dances of
thanks are inspiring!

Left: The church at Nkuringo
where services are held on Thursdays and
Sundays

Thursday 7th June 2018
01:20 Flight E90 Kigali to Nairobi.
Arrive 05:30. 3 hours 10 minutes
09:20 Flight 788 Arrive London Heathrow
at 16:15 8 hours 55 minutes

June 2018 participants so far:
Steve Knowlden
Jan Duchesne
Tara Garritt
Andy Davies
Gwynne Furlong
Jodie Furlong
Jackie Knight
Nick Mitford
Jess Hardy
Claire Warner
Kimberley Warner
Gloria Jessop
Amy Green

Day !

Day 0
Total cost

£660

Right: The dug-out canoes are a tight
squeeze but when in Rome...
Below left: The womans group
welcome their visitors by dancing.
Below: Children being taught a
nursery rhyme

Friday 8th June 2018
Game Drive and Water Boat Safari
with drinks/afternoon tea at the
marvellous 5-star Mweya Safari
Lodge.
A game drive is always fascinating and you can never guess what
you will see. The floor of the Rift
Valley teems with wildlife. This
includes elephant, buffalo, lion,
leopard, waterbuck, bushbuck and
warthog. Another common-but

unexpected-sighting in this area is
the Giant Forest Hog, Africa’s largest pig. The Kasenyi sector on the
east side of the Kasese road is best
known for the lions which prey on
large population of Uganda Kob
that live in this area.
The Water Boat Safari is outstanding: The 36km Kazinga Channel
connects two Rift Valley lakes:
Edward and George. These are
named after Queen Victoria’s son
and heir, Edward VII and his own

successor, George V.
You will cruise the Kazinga
Channel and view the immense
concentration of hippos at close
range, spot over 100 species of
water birds, marvel at the majestic
elephants in their natural habitat
and the notorious Nile crocodiles
sunbathing on the channel bank.
After all those excitements what
better than refreshments at the
amazing Mweya Safari Lodge
which is a spectacle in its own
right!

Day @

Day 7

People staying for the Wildlife Extension

Monday 4th June 2018
Take children to Lake Mutanda for trip on lake in dug-out Canoes. For many this is the highlight of the week. Two
children from each class who have worked hard through the year are chosen to come with us for a trip in a dugout canoe on Lake Mutanda. Many of these children have never seen a lake and often have not been far from
the village. You can choose to travel with them in the open truck (normal mode of transport) or follow behind in
comfort. The journey is a couple of hours or so. Most of us travelled with the children as they sung their hearts
out and gasped at tarmac, towns – so many strange things! If you spend your life fetching water from streams
down the valley to suddenly see a lake – and then to go out on it is beyond magic! Throw in lunch and a
stop at the market for popcorn and you have a day trip that you will never forget!

Day 8
A general stroll around the village taking
in the atmosphere and talking to people
en-route.

October 2018 and 2019 are fully booked. We are not yet
sure whether we will do a trip in 2020 as Steve and I
will both have retired by then and will probably need a
rest! The only chance still open to help us carry aid and
have the adventure of a lifetime in the near future is to
join us from 29 May to 7 June 2018. We still have seven
places we would like to fill. That is 14 bags of aid if we
can persuade any of you to join us! If you want the full
details let me know and I can send you an information
pack. Our youngest Go Uganda member was 12 and
our oldest is 69 – so it is never too early
or too late to take the plunge
and do something different!
Basic trip return flight

Tuesday 5th June 2018
Chill with the children and visit Top of the World. This is our last full day with
the children and teachers we have come to know by name. The morning can
be spent helping in the classrooms, teaching games or anything else you want
to do. In the afternoon everyone will go up to Top of the World – the hill that
towers over Nkuringo and from whose dizzy heights you can see the Virunga
mountains and volcanoes of Rwanda and the Congo. Here the children play
sports every week and today you can watch them play football – or even join in!

When we wave our friends off as they travel back to England we will spend
the rest of the day chilling, seeing and doing whatever we want before a
final night at the Guest House before we too say our goodbyes and head
off on a new adventure.

Day 0
Thursday 7th June 2018
Travel to Queen Elizabeth National Park taking in the
amazing views on our way. We will stop for a light lunch
somewhere to arrive at the Bush Lodge (space permitting) late afternoon. Accommodation is in individual
cabins in the grounds. You are asked to be careful
at night as the hippos come out for a
wander! All very safe and good food.

Saturday 9th June 2018
Chimpanzee tracking in the
Kyambura Gorge. This is the only
area within Queen Elizabeth National Park where one can see the
habituated chimpanzees on any
of the chimpanzee trekking tours.
The Chimpanzee habituation
process took 2 years which means

they are happy to carry on their
daily activities in the presence of
humans (like the gorillas in the
Bwindi Impenetrable Forest). After
our excitements we will leave the
park and travel to Kabale where we
will spend the night and explore
the town.

Day #
Sunday 10th June 2018
Cross the border into Rwanda and
travel on to Kigali where we can
take in a visit to the unforgettable
and moving Genocide Memorial
Centre. It honours the memory of
more than one million Rwandans
killed in 1994 and those who have
seen it say it is beautifully done
and a reminder of what happened
not that long ago! We will finish
with dinner at the marvelous Hut
restaurant in Kigali – a fitting end
to a wonderful trip.

Day $
Monday 11th June 2018
After a leisurely dinner at The Hut:
03:05 Flight E90 Kigali to Nairobi.
Arrive 05:35. 1 hour 30 minutes
09:20 Flight 788 Arrive London Heathrow
at 16:15 8 hours 55 minutes

Day 9
Wednesday 6th June 2018
Final Goodbyes. Our last day in Nkuringo. For those going home there is the
morning to say final goodbyes to the many friends you will have made before
making the trip back over the border into Rwanda. Time for a superb last meal
at the Hut in Kigali (see next page) before going to the airport to fly home. The
meal at the Hut is not included. Go Uganda 2017 all loved the food there so
much we went back! Look it up on the net. Not expensive. For those staying on
it will be time to chill and sort out ready to leave the following morning early for
the Queen Elizabeth National Park – and another totally different adventure!

If you know anyone who would like to join the June trip please do let me
know as I would ideally like to fill it as the objective is to get as many
bags out there as possible! And remember my husband Steve and I have
half a ton of aid on our loft still to go so don’t worry too much if you
think you need help filling your bags!

Option Day
Whilst in Nkuringo all Go Uganda participants have the option
to book to sit with gorillas. The gorillas have been habituated to
humans and you can pay to be the party of maximum 8 people
per day who spend one hour sitting with them while they have
breakfast. It is a very memorable experience which unfortunately
costs $630/£485 (approx). However anyone who has been will
tell you it is something you will never forget!

Total cost of extension

£600
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WHAT CAN I TAKE OR SEND OUT TO NKURINGO

UPDATE ON

REPAIRS
W

W

hether you are going
to Nkuringo with Go
Uganda – or on your own
– or know someone who is going –
you may want some ideas of what
to send out either to your sponsor children or for the community
at large. We have learnt the hard way that, apart from transferring money for the community to purchase things locally (hens,
goats, tanks etc), the only way to get aid out to Nkuringo is to
take it manually. Anything other than letters, stickers or magazines tends to get lost somewhere along the way and doesn’t
always make it.

charity shops usually go for £3-£5! You can always take two out
and then just bring one back with all the goodies you will buy
from the local community!

often have nothing in which to carry their books. We took
lots of bags out on our 2017 trip but obviously there were a
lot of people who did not get one!

We know that shoes and clothing are very well received. We
found that we had lots of smaller childrens shoes – which were all
gratefully received – but did not have enough of the larger sizes
for the bigger children and adults. So childrens shoes are still
needed but don’t forget the size 4 and above as well! Here is a
photo of the latest bag some kind person has left on Tara Garritt’s
doorstep! Wonderful! - just remember no high heels and only
shoes with lots of wear left in them!

Small cuddly toys. We could not believe how much joy these
brought! Obviously they are not a necessity – but like the
cars Jason Cook is sending out – every child wanted one!
You can see here the cuddly Octopuses that a friend of Eileen Johnstone is busy knitting to go out with her next year!
Small cuddly toys can be packed into shoes and tiny corners
of your suitcase and will bring a lot of joy.

Go Uganda members take two suitcases or sports bags each.
You can either purchase the Sports Direct sports bag for £10
which is big enough to fit in 23 kg and cheap enough to leave
out there as a gift – or – beg or borrow unwanted suitcases from
friends and family. I have just discovered another
cheap option! Suitcases in

One of the things all the children asked for when we were out
there was wash bags, soaps, toothpaste and toothbrushes. We
had some but not enough. I am making up little wash bags for
our sponsor children including soap, toothpaste and toothbrush.
These are small enough to pack and are very well received!
Wind up torches are also greatly appreciated in a country where
electricity has a mind of its own – and is usually absent from
daily life. They are small and can be purchased extremely
cheaply on ebay.

Wolly hats. We were lucky to have quite a lot of wooly hats
with us in 2017 but we could have used ten times more. In
a place where all children shave their heads a warm hat can
be very welcome!

hen we were in Nkuringo we took note of all the things
that needed doing at the school. Members of the group
paid for a caretaker to work three days a week to carry out repairs
and do the necessary building work and many of you have kindly
helped with funding money for materials. We have already seen
proper steps built around the site to ensure children and staff
can move safely from building to building without having to
climb up and down rocky uneven paths like mountain goats.
The latest work carried out by Fabius is the much needed repair
of the reed walls of one of the classrooms that were in a terrible
state. It is wonderful to see this classroom being restored to its
former glory!
The next big transformation will be concreting of the playgrounds paid for by the hard fund raising activities of Maria
Clarke who – along with her many other sterling efforts – has
sent out the £457 needed for materials to carry out this monumental task! We hope to bring photos of the completed work in
our next newsletter!
Donations for materials to continue to improve the school buildings are always welcome! You can see the difference they have
made already!
Thank you everyone!!!
after

Hopefully this will give you some ideas of things to take or
send! Avoid toys that need batteries, things that need to be
powered by electricity or things that are very heavy and you
cannot go wrong!!!

School bags or gym bags are also welcomed by children who
before
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MORE CHILDREN FOR

NKURINGO

SCHOOL
Every month we are privileged to bring you photos of more children who have joined our
sponsor community thanks to the kindness and generosity of people all over the world.
Some of these children have never been to school. Others have attended but then found
it impossible to continue. Your kindness gives them the security that they can be children
and gain a valuable education without worrying about whether or not they will still be
there next term.
In the photos you can see two women who arrived at the school having trekked there to
ask if their children had a chance of finding sponsorship. They had heard that children
were being given the gift of an education by strangers and hoped they could join the list
of hopefuls. Ambrose, Nicholas and Feredericko have now been fitted with uniforms and
cannot wait to begin their big school adventure at the end of this month!!!

From left the back row: Alinda, Asumputa, Wilber, Lemon Taremwa, Katherine, Pearl Ariho, Gilbert Ryakatonda, Tilon Ankunda. Front row from left: Clement, Feredericko,
Elizabeth, Chris, Brian, Silivesta, Monday Lona, Caroline Atuhaire. Lastly the two boys are Ronald Turyananuka and Baker Habimana.

All these children look forward to meeting the next Go Uganda groups
and showing them how much this gift has meant to them!

The photo top right shows some of the newly sponsored children who had been fitted for
uniforms and given their first look at the buildings that will give them the platform to
			
launch into a bright new future.

Daniel
Omwesirwa
Chris
Atuhaire
Evaline
Akangwanaho

These two mother’s walked 10k to see if they could
get their children in Nkuringo School as they had heard
there was a good chance of them being sonsored
by people in the UK.

Catherine
Mbabazi

Robert
Byomugabe

Ambrose
Biwagaba

Agnes
Kobusingye
Silivesta
Ngabirano

Nicholas
Ayijuka

Feredericko
Mfitundinda
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UPDATE ON CATHERINE

Right: Kenneth Tumbwene
Below: Members of the group
receiving food for Christmas

the intruder

W

ith Christmas approaching our
thoughts always turn to the HIV
group and their daily struggle to stay
as strong as possible to help them fight
this terrible illness.
Like last year we sent out money to
Kenneth to enable him to provide
basic food so everyone had a meal at
Christmas. They were very pleased as
you can see in the photos.
St Denys Church also thought of this group – which is dear
to the heart of Jess Hardy, member of the church who was
part of Go Uganda 2017. Every year the church has a
Christingle service on Christmas Eve. For nearly 50 years
Christingle has been a key part of celebrations within
churches and schools, with the candlelit services a firm
favourite with supporters of all ages.
A Christingle is a symbolic object that means ‘Christ’s light’. It
consists of an orange with a candle held in its centre and a red ribbon
around it. Four sticks holding fruit and nuts or sweets are pierced into
the orange. The orange represents the world, the red ribbon symbolises
Christ’s love and blood, the lit candle represents his light in the world,
the four sticks symbolise either the four points of a compass or the four
seasons and the fruit or sweets represent all of God’s creations.
The collection taken at this Christingle service was split among three
deserving charities – one of these being Nkuringo – and more
specifically the HIV group.

Thanks to the kindness of the congregation of St Denys a flock of hens
will by “flying” soon to be given to the most needy members of the
group. We know from experience how much hens are appreciated as
they provide welcome supplies of eggs to keep up strength and
supplement the normally very poor diet.
Thank you St Denys for showing your love to these people so very far
away but held so closely in your heart.

A

s you may remember from the December
newsletter, Catherine Ninsima, a pupil at the
Nkuringo Foundation Nursery and Primary School was
diagnosed with a goitre. A lady in the village, Jane,
also had an enormous goitre that had remained
untreated and was life threatening.
Their plight touched the hearts of many of you
and we were overwhelmed to receive financial help
towards the operations both of them need.
After several false starts Catherine was admitted to
hospital on 11th January and was operated on today,
12th January. We are told the operation went
very well.
She is still under anaesthetic as I write these words –
but her guardian, Milton, is with her and will stay with

PUPILS HEADING FOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL

Hannah and Jess at Christingle

We can effectively confirm that the pupils who left P7 and hoped to
go to Secondary School are on their way! All 17 pupils passed – FIVE
with first grade and TWELVE with second grade – this is the first time
pupils in the Nkuringo area have scored so highly. What wonderful
results!!! Congratulations to everyone – pupils and teachers – for your
hard work!
If you do not currently sponsor a child and would like to help children take this important step to a future career – either by sponsorship or a one off payment to help with books etc. – please get in
touch! We are thrilled to be linked with such an outstanding school!!!

her until she leaves the hospital.
Jane is still under surveillance and was given more
medication yesterday to help with the goitre prior to
her own operation. She goes back in two weeks and
hopefully will have an operation date then.
Thank you all so much for your help with these
operations. Without your support neither Jane nor
Catherine would have been able to hope for a cure.
There is still a long road to go for Jane but she now
can dream of a future.
We will keep you informed and have promised
support both of them as long as necessary to get
them well.

Akankwasa Dorothy
Arineitwe Lovingi
Twinomujuni Lauben
Turyahebwa Methodious
Turinomuhangi Damiano
Akesiga Agapto
Akankunda Shallon
Natukunda Gloria
Kiconco Agnes
Tabaro Juniour
Kamusime Gibert
Muhawemina Denis
Ayabare Sylivano
Tugumisirize Felix
Ayinembabazi Sobious
Akankwasa Sylivia
Ayinembabazi Santrine

For the
1st time ever
these pupils from
Nkuringo school
are going onto
further
education
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SINGING GORILLA

GERVASE TUMWEBAZE RIP
G

ERVASE WAS KNOWN TO MANY. The last Go Uganda trip in October 2017 had
time with Gervase and I know of the very fond comments that were made about
him by the group. Gervase died on the 4th January 2018 aged 43. Gervase leaves a
wife and six children. His death was from an pulmonary embolism cause by a DVT
brought on by a leg fracture following a motor bike accident earlier in December.
Gervase lived in a village not far from the main Nkuringo to Kisoro Road close by to
Kabaya and Nombe. Gervase was buried at his home on Sunday 7th January. I did
not count the number of people but there must have been over thousand in the
compound, land surrounding his gardens and the hillsides around his home. As
is the tradition in Uganda, people are buried close to their homes and land. This
was the case for Gervase. Marquees were set up to provide cover for the family and
community, made up of the clergy (there must have been 20 priests), neighbours
and friends from far and wide, dignitaries, politicians, work colleagues from Singing
Gorilla Projects and the District. The funeral service officially started at midday and
finished close to 17:00. Having said that people arrived at the site on the Friday
before the funeral and left on the Monday. It was a huge and solemn event with
many speeches and eulogies from many. Much money was pledged to support the
education of the children, some of whom are at university, some still at primary.
Money was also pledged to the family to develop and maintain the family house.

Above and Below: The funeral of Gervase, over 1000 people turned
up to pay their respects.

Gervase was the Director of the Nkuringo Green Hill Health Centre a health services
facility built and run by Singing Gorilla Projects, servicing the community from
Nkuringo and in and around the Nyubishenia sub-county. Gervase was also the LCIII,
or local council leader representing the sub-county in the District Council in Kisoro.
Prior to becoming the LCIII, Gervase was the chairman for the NCCDF. Gervase also
owned and ran the Albertine Lodge, which I am sure many of you who have visited
Nkuringo would have walked past. There was a comment that Gervase dropped out
of primary school when he was young. Without a formal education, Gervase went on
to serve his community and high office of administration to great effect and success.
I had the honour of working with Gervase over a two year period. Not only was Gervase a great director, he was also my friend. We spent a great deal of time together
when I was in Nkuringo, drinking, chatting, laughing, eating and planning. Gervase
was a great listener and a brilliant mobiliser. He had laser sharp vision of what he
wanted the health centre to be in the future. He had already engaged with architects
and builders to start on the second phase of development. He was planning the construction of two wards serving, maternity, children, female and male. This work will
continue in his name and will be a testament to his vision of providing health care to
the community of Nyubishenia.
Sadly missed by his community and family, Gervase will remain in the thoughts and
hearts of those that had the pleasure of knowing him. RIP Gervase my colleague and
friend. Chris Read
Happy days with Gervase and Chris

NEWSletter

READERS
T

he Nkuringo Foundation Nursery and Primary School is sent
literally all over the world. It is also published on Facebook
meaning in total, with sharing, it has a readership of thousands
each month. However we must not forget the people who also eagerly
await its arrival – albeit usually a little later than the rest of us as it has
to be printed and travel snail mail to Uganda.
The children love to read about their community and see photos of
themselves, their teachers, their friends and people in the community.
The teachers also love to learn about the many things complete
strangers are doing to raise money to help them.
We are so pleased to see the newsletter in
the hands of the children it was created to
represent.
We must never forget that by working
and learning together about our different
worlds we can better understand how we
are one people, one humanity, all reaching
for the same goal: to ensure we make the
most of the precious gift of life we have all
been given.

“ See
you next
month ”

